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ending leg'islationf\'/';\{iéhld_ make exposing intelligence agents a crirm
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By Robert Parpy. i S Esg 5y - gl v ¢ WL e Comegg ~
By Robert Parry. - “Thﬁv‘&' i »stepping up covert CIA activities: “+. . .
GRS sl L Associated Press ~"“*We all are facing a period of increasing dirty

+ . WASHINGTON — A'magazine that has been *“tricks by the government, at home and abroad, .
sthe center of a bitter controversy over its nam- " coupled with moves to make it much more diffi- -
ing'of covert CIA agents says it susperided the --cult, even a crime, to discover what the goven- -
-practice in its latest edition because of pending ment is up to,” they said. “The Intelligence |
-legislation to make:those disclosures a criminal | . “Identities Protection Act is just one facet of this |
:.foense;?.-‘:.“‘ - m~ A i i L iR ."""{:‘Z:é‘! - f:‘}, . . ’dangerous trend-” - 5 ‘;;:_? w, e - ._ ‘."
+ upporters of that legislation, however, said _ ".- The magazine first announced its intention to

: Thursday,that Congress should press ahead and ‘suspend the “Naming Names” column in.its last .
~enact'the penalties so.the-magazine, Covert issue published in October 1981. That issue con-
 Action Information Bulletin, does not r esume the - 'tained a summary of agents identified in the past |

: exposure of CIA agentsr-.‘»; g}slat 2 Ml"t"'. o : o ~.
g “'.f'g‘w‘gyims' glad that théae:s: ive activi y o Simmons said some alleged agents that the

Coﬁ ress has led wfi id gog gf then; pra:tt;cf% magazine claimed were in Nicaragua had come
of naming namsees, t:a; tellrzi' . xmrgo nsr;xittee - under harassment since the October issue was -
:director of the na ni ; gfe;?:g 1 rr; tion. . published. He said one U.S. embassy official had -
' W%‘:i‘t‘esl?;d&r:;tn%';:dvetﬁsaf ’;fé;.mig‘;‘i‘i:;; ett!i'i; been detained and interrogated for two hours by |

: : Py " Sandinista officials after he was stopped for a
*tors had said they were suspending their “Nam- , tral}fixc violation in February. . ¥ .

as well as a new list of names. - - 3o i

: §2§tgﬂﬂ%ﬁ;ﬁg&gg’ﬂ,ﬁ:&?ﬁgft. m,‘:. a '.cou_rt’ " - Morton Halperip of the Ameﬁcan Civil befar-

v “'l"his is an ugly business.that these p‘é&ﬁxé'ére ties Union ‘g,_axd his group believes the ;f>endm§

'engaged-- in™ Simmonsisa'id."‘CongreSS?Should ' “legislation “is u.nc‘?nstxtutnonal in allits orms.”

{ proceed in passing legislation so that they will He added that it-“sets a dangerous precedent

Tsus nd ‘Naming Names® permanently.”. . . - and could have “a chilling effect” in d1§couxjag-

- S?x;mons also suggested that _the magazine “ing jom‘nahs-tsh tfsrom Aexercnsxn(g‘_sstihenr_ lf'nrst :
might have dropped the controversial section in- . Amendmentrights.: . . . cpil .

tum” for enacting the legislation.iesi i 5w .k ‘ ;
The Senate is nearing final action-on-the bill, 4 . '
endorsed by President Reagan,.to impose. jail-]
terms on journalists and-other individuals who , ‘
disclose the name of 'z V.S: intelligence agent. A . : ' T ‘ : !
. similar bill passed.the House overwhelmingly ",
lastfall " - e adl i s o :
. However, critics of the legislation.contend it
could lead to the punishment of journalists who
. identify current or past agents in exposing intel-.
ligenceabuses. " Ul Rdadid
In a statement issued with the March issue, the-
- editors of Covert Action Information Bulletin
- noted that “for the first time since its inception
. in July 1978, the magazine appears without its
: ‘Naming Names’ columngh,},‘;;;@,&m o
.. “Because of the imminent passage of the Intel:"
ligence Identities Protection: Act, CA.LB. has
: suspended publication of this. column until the
: legislation, which we believe is unconstitutional &
*, in all'of:its proposed,versions, can be tested in
i the courts.”, v E S W 1
;  The editors said the legislatio; appeared to be.;
, part of d drive by the Reagan administration.to :
: promote greater secrecy-in: government while,

5

its March issue simply “to weaken: the. momen-
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